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‘CAN’T BUILD IT MYSELF’

Workers put the final touches on a classroom in the 
Bishop Robert E. Tracy Center, days before undergradu-
ate nursing students of Franciscan Missionaries of Our 
Lady University began attending classes. FranU and 
the Diocese of Baton Rouge have entered into a six-
month lease agreement where the university is renting 
two classrooms, the library and  ballroom. Classes be-
gan Jan. 11.  Photo by Richard Meek | The Catholic Commentator

By Debbie Shelley
The Catholic Commentator

Many who came through the 
enormous challenges of 2020 feel-
ing wobbly in their faith may re-
solve to make it stronger this year. 

With Pope Francis’s announce-
ment that 2021 is the Year of St. 
Joseph, Catholics, especially those 
in the Diocese of Baton Rouge, 
where St. Joseph is the patron 
saint, can be confident they have a 
heavenly companion to help them 
pick up the spiritual hammer and 
nails and do that. 

Father Chris Decker, pastor of 
St. Joseph Church in Grosse Tete, 
Immaculate Heart of Mary in 
Maringouin and St. Frances Xavi-
er Cabrini in Livonia, suggested 
looking at one’s faith life from the 

“layers” of a house.
An important layer upon which 

the others rest is the foundation, 
said Father Decker.

“(This means) recognizing 
God’s fundamental love for me 
and desiring to receive that love 
and return it to God; acknowledg-
ing my own sinfulness and my 
dependence on God for life, salva-
tion and ultimate fulfillment,” he 
said.

To do so, one must acknowl-
edge “I can’t just build it myself,” 
said Father Decker, who pointed 
to St. Joseph’s trust in the words 
of the angel for the future of his 
family.

Erected on a house’s foun-
dation is the skeleton or studs. 
In a spiritual sense, this means 
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FranU to hold classes at Tracy Center

St. Joseph is the 
carpenter for  

spiritual houses

Collage of St. Joseph created from images of St. Joseph Cathedral in Baton Rouge. Photo by Richard 
Meek | The Catholic Commentator

By Richard Meek
The Catholic Commentator

Undergraduate students from 
Franciscan Missionaries of Our 
Lady University moved into their 
new digs Jan. 11 at the Bishop 
Robert E. Tracy Center, a part-
nership that FranU President Dr. 
Tina Holland called a “win-win” 
for both sides.

FranU is leasing approximately 
11,800 square feet from the Dio-
cese of Baton Rouge at the Tracy 
Center that includes the ballroom, 
the former library and two class-
rooms. The courtyard adjacent 
to the Tracy Center will also be 
available for the estimated 120 

students who will be on campus 
daily.

Holland said the agreement 
resolves a space predicament for 
FranU and a financial riddle for 
the diocese. She noted that CO-
VID-19 protocol restrictions have 
placed a premium on classroom 
space at the main campus, which 
consists of several former medical 
office buildings sitting in the shad-
ow of the expanding Our Lady of 
the Lake Regional Medical Center.

Holland said a significant por-
tion of the classroom component 
for nurses has been done virtually 
but that has proven to be unsatis-
factory, explain virtual learning is 
not  the “Franciscan experience.”

“We could do face to face 
(learning) if we could social dis-
tance but we did not have rooms 
big enough to do that,” she said. 
“In order to be able to reach all of 
the students and get them socially 
distanced, we had to put them 
in larger classrooms. We needed 
space for 40 students (per class) 
to be six feet apart.”

She evaluated several poten-
tial sites, including Our Lady of 
the Lake, a building built on the 
OLOL campus by the Franciscans 
for the LSU School of Medicine 
but those and other potential ven-
ues were not available.

“We work so closely with the 
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FA I  H
Life-Giving 

SEE GOSPEL PAGE 7

Scales of blindness

By Dina Dow

The Gospel accounts of the life of Christ 
continue to illuminate the path of disciple-
ship as the liturgical season moves from 
Christmas into Ordinary Time. Recall during 
the Sunday after Epiphany, we 
celebrated the Baptism of the 
Lord. The Gospels parallel here, 
as the account of Jesus’ baptism 
is soon followed by the call of the first 
disciples. A simple message is heard in 
the Mass readings forthcoming during the 
2nd and 3rd Sundays in Ordinary Time, that 
“we are called by name.” The readings share 
the call, the response and the transformation 
as we hear of this unexpected encounter be-
tween Jesus and his first disciples.

The Pointer
John the Baptist recognizes Jesus for who 

he is, “the Lamb of God” (Jn 1: 36). This was 
reemphasized during Jesus’ baptism by John 
in the Jordan River. Because of his procla-
mation of and pointing to, John’s disciples 
(one being Andrew) begin to follow Jesus. 
This passage causes us to pause and reflect, 
“When have I been pointed to Jesus? Who 
was the pointer? Who have I pointed to Je-
sus?”

The Relationship
Simple dialogue begins a new relationship 

with a question from Jesus, “What do you 
seek?” They answer, “Rabbi (teacher), where 
are you staying?” Jesus invites them to “come 
and see.” The two disciples spent the day with 
Jesus in dialogue. An introduction leads to 
the unexpected meeting, whereby a relation-
ship takes root in conversation, creating trust 
and ultimately leading to conversion. John 
opened the door, the disciples entered, were 
welcomed by Jesus, who in turned sought 
to discover their need. Initially they desired 
to share time with him. Ultimately, they be-
come the first disciples, followers of Jesus, as 
their lives were forever changed for the glory 
of God.

The Introducer
At some point during the initial conversa-

tion Andrew stepped away to find his broth-
er, Simon. Once found, Andrew proclaimed 
to him, “We have found the Messiah.” Then 
Andrew introduced Simon to Jesus. Within 
moments Jesus gives Simon a new name: 

“Cephas,” Peter, a word for rock in Aramaic 
and Greek. Bishop Fulton Sheen, in his book, 
“Life of Christ,” writes, “Andrew had been a 
friend of John the Baptist. When he met our 
Lord, to whom John the Baptist had point-
ed, he immediately went and told Peter. He 

(Andrew) was an introduc-
er because he brought his 
brother Peter to our Lord; 

he introduced the lad with the 
barley loaves and fishes to our 
Lord and he, with Philip intro-

duced the Greeks to our Lord.” So we reflect, 
“Who has introduced me to Jesus? What was 
this experience? Who have I introduced to 
Jesus?”

The Call
Unlike the passage from the Gospel of St. 

John, St. Mark’s account of the call of the 
first disciples is different. Here we see no in-
troducer but Jesus initiating the call. Jesus 
is in Galilee preaching the Gospel of fulfill-
ment, repentance and belief. As he passed 
along the sea of Galilee, he sees Andrew and 
Simon casting a net into the sea. Jesus in-
vites, “Follow me, and I will make you be-
come fishers of men.” He did the same with 
James and John who were in their boats 
mending their nets. All four men dropped 
their nets, reoriented their lives and fol-
lowed Jesus immediately.

Who could motivate four profession-
al fishermen to drop their nets, leave their 
families and be a disciple? Jesus can. What 
did he say to them? Rather, what did he not 
say? Who was he to them? They did not even 
know him. They had no idea what was about 
to take place during the next three years and 
beyond. They just simply, faithfully and with 
trusting hearts followed the invitation of Je-
sus to “Come.” Have I heard Jesus calling me 
to “Come?”

Jesus is Calling Me
Jesus is calling us to follow him every day 

in every way. Unlike the first disciples we, the 
living faithful, have somewhat of an advan-
tage. We have the gift of faith by the grace 
of God. We know Jesus Christ by the gift of 
revelation through sacred Scripture and sa-
cred tradition serving as our “initial pointer.” 
We have a been transformed by an encounter 
with Jesus in baptism that radically changed 

Many of us have been there – full 
of zeal about what we believe and 
anyone who dares believe different-
ly is the enemy, and we go full steam 
ahead to “get rid” of those trouble-
makers. 

Then it happens, God “knocks 
us off our high horse” and shows us 
we’ve been blind fools and admon-
ishes us to get busy doing what he 
wants us to do.

The feast of the conversion of St. 
Paul, Jan. 25, enlightens us to the 
fact that the saints were also human 
and some had to be “set straight” 
before beginning their mission,

The conversion story begins with 
Saul of Tarsus, a Pharisee in Jerusa-
lem after the crucifixion and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ, who swore to 
wipe out the new Christian church 
called The Way. According to Acts 
9:1 Saul was “breathing out mur-
derous threats against the Lord’s 
disciples.” He obtained letters from 
the high priest authorizing him to 
arrest any followers of Jesus in the 
city of Damascus.

Saul set out with zeal on the 
road to Damascus, and in one of the 
most dramatic conversion scenes of 
church history, a light flashed from 
the sky around him and he fell to 
the ground. Saul heard a voice say, 
“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 
me?” 

When Saul asked who was speak-
ing, the voice replied: “I am Jesus, 
whom you are persecuting. Now get 
up and go into the city, and you will 
be told what you must do.” 

The saint’s companions led him 
into Damascus to the house of a 
man named Judas. For three days 
Saul was blind and didn’t eat or 
drink. God told the disciple Ana-
nias, who was initially reluctant be-
cause he knew of Saul’s reputation, 
to lay hands on Saul. Afterwards, 

the scales fell from Saul’s eyes. He 
was then baptized and God changed 
his name to Paul. 

From a fierce persecutor, St. Paul 
became the great apostle of the 
Gentiles. He made three missionary 
journeys which brought him to Asia 
Minor and southern Europe, and he 
converted many. Fourteen epistles 
in the New Testament are attributed 
to him. He was beheaded in Rome 
around 66 A.D., and his relics are in 
the Basilica of St. Paul Outside-the-
Walls near the Ostian Way.

The assumption that St. Paul was 
riding on a horse while at the time 
of his conversion has been rein-
forced by several artistic depictions, 
including Caravaggio’s “Conver-
sion on the Way to Damascus” and 
“Conversion of St. Paul” (1601). But 
according to Catholic resources, the 
New Testament does not mention 
of Saul being thrown from or even 
traveling by horse on the road to 
Damascus.

But an important point is that 
at noon, the custom of pious Jew-
ish men was to recite prayers while 
standing on their feet and facing to-
ward Jerusalem.

Author Dr. Taylor Marshall 
suggests in his book, “The Catho-
lic Perspective on Paul,” that it is 
quite possible that as a pious Jew 
Saul observed midday prayer on 
the day of his conversion. This 
would have meant that he was 
likely standing erect and facing 
south to Jerusalem when he was 
blinded by the light of Christ and 
fell to the ground.

And this is something that can 
resonate with many Catholics, 
as sometimes during prayer God 
“knocks us off our high horse” and 
shows us our blind spots. And after 
the scales fall from our eyes God 
sends us out on a mission.
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By Richard Meek
The Catholic Commentator

The numbers are staggering 
and showing no signs of retreat-
ing.

During a recent five-day pe-
riod, Our Lady of the Lake Re-
gional Medical Center in Baton 
Rouge admitted 91 COVID-19 
patients, nearly 20 per day. 

Thirty-four percent of those 
were on ventilators.

On one day alone, 50 OLOL 
team members were out with 
COVID-19.

ICU beds are becoming 
scarce, and the situation is 
growing more tenuous daily as 
the state’s third spike during the 
coronavirus pandemic has its 
grips firmly on the state.

“We are running out of beds 
for patients,” OLOL Chief Medi-
cal Officer Dr. Catherine O’Neal 
said Jan. 6, adding that the num-
ber of coronavirus cases needs to 
go down.

Inside the hospital, where 
medical workers perform he-
roic acts daily without a word 
of complaint, the stress can be 
overwhelming. Not only is there 
concern about their own health, 
these same medical profession-
als are also worried about the 
health of their families, won-
dering if they are bringing home 
what amounts to a loaded gun, 
cocked and loaded with a deadly 
virus.

“These are some of the more 
difficult times of my career,” 
said Dr. Richard Vath, president 
and chief medical officer of the 
Franciscan Missionaries of Our 
Lady Health System. “It’s very 
hard to watch others have to un-
dergo that and deal 
with it. (Some team 
members) have 
burned out.”

Sophia Solomon, 
a senior nursing di-
rector at OLOL, said 
the grind has been 
difficult for her staff 
of several hundred 
nurses because 
many work 12-hour 
shifts while also 
wondering about a 
child who is attend-
ing school virtually 
or other family con-
cerns.

“A lot of people 
(have) suffered from isolation 
and depression,” she said.

Along with the physical and 

mental toll, the pandemic also 
has the potential to extract a  
spiritual toll on frontline work-
ers. As a Catholic hospital deeply 
steeped in the Franciscan tradi-
tion, OLOL has placed an em-
phasis on developing ways for 
workers to maintain their spiri-
tual lives, to draw on their spir-
ituality to find solace and peace 
and to learn how to have prayer 
as a constant companion when 
they enter a patient’s room.  

“Our pastoral care team 
has been so supportive of our 
team members,” Solomon said. 
“Sometimes when units were 
having a bad day or feeling low, 
(someone from pastoral care) 
would say ‘Let’s just take a min-
ute and pray.’ It means a lot.”

“We do feel the spirit of God 
here,” she said. 

Dr. Chris Trevino, chief med-
ical officer at Our Lady of the 
Lake Ascension in Gonzales, 
said he believes there is noth-
ing more important than the 
employees’ spiritual well-being. 
Finding that spiritual tranquili-
ty is as simple as looking to St. 
Francis Assisi for inspiration, he 
said. 

“It’s amazing (because) if you 
focus on that it becomes clear 
what you have to do,” he said. 
“(St.) Francis went to the lep-
ers, he did not run from them. 
COVID patients are not lep-
ers and if Francis was here, he 
would not run from them either. 
He would absolutely reach out, 
especially to those who have the 
least ability to take care of them-
selves.

“Therein is our message. If 
you focus on ‘I am going to do 
what Francis would do,’ you can 

kind of relax a little bit. You say 
your prayers and you go in there 
and feel really good about being 

able to help some-
one.”

From a practical 
standpoint, Vath, a 
New Orleans na-
tive who graduated 
from LSU Medical 
School, said the 
hospital has estab-
lished online coun-
seling for those 
wishing to seek  
mental assistance 
when the burden 
is overbearing. 
Team members 
have also been giv-
en additional paid 
time off, especial-
ly valuable when 
a family member 
is home suffering 
with COVID-19.

Vath has done 
many podcasts in 
an attempt to stay in touch with 
and support team members. 

He said the pandemic has 
created a multitude of challeng-
es, especially when considering 
FMOLHS prides itself on main-
taining a family atmosphere 
among employees. 

“How do we support our team 
members, clinically make sure 
we do the best and support team 
members psychologically and 
spiritually?” he said.

Regarding the spiritual com-
ponent, Vath noted the hospi-
tal already had in place its long 
standing tradition of praying 
twice a day via the facility’s in-
tercom system. Those prayers 
are also broadcast into each 
room.  

As the pandemic evolved, 
team members began praying 

and sharing spiritu-
al reflections during 
their daily  “hud-
dles” at the begin-
ning of their shifts, 
a practice still pres-
ent. Masses have 
been celebrated 
when possible as 
well as broadcast on 
the hospital’s closed 
circuit television 
system.

Clergy members 
have also main-
tained their visi-
tations. Vath said 
initially there was 
some hesitancy 

about exposing priests to the vi-
rus but administrators worked 
with Bishop Michael G. Duca to 

balance the exposure risk while 
allowing priests to visit with pa-
rishioners and others. 

During his annual Thanks-
giving message, Vath encour-
aged employees to reflect on 
what they are thankful for.

“Connect with their heart first 
and let’s connect to the fact we 
are a Franciscan health facility,” 
he said. “If our team members 
are not spiritually formed and 
comfortable and we can’t sup-
port them they will not be able to 
do their job, and they will not be 
able to provide the right care and 
attitude for their patients.

“I think we do better than 
most but we do have our strug-

gles.”
His message to 

team members has 
been living out the 
Gospel message 
through their minis-
try because “this is 
who we are.

“This is what we 
do, meaning this is 
really our job as a 
Catholic faith orga-
nization providing 
health care. It’s dif-
ferent from some-
one else who might 
think of it as a job 
who punches in and 
punches out.”

“This is our vo-
cation,” Vath added. 
“This is our Fran-
ciscan charism. We 
service patients, we 
service individuals, 

we provide care for them wheth-
er they can pay or can’t pay, it 
doesn’t really matter. That is 
what we are here for, to connect 
with humanity in the workplace 
and see God in the work we do. 
That is our purpose in life.”

Solomon said nurses often put 
prayers, some written by team 
members “from their heart,” in 
patients rooms.

“The fact you can work in an 
organization and at any time 
you can say ‘let’s stop and pray’ 
means a lot to me personally, 
and I know our team members 
appreciate that,” she said.

“St. Francis is always the 
model,” Trevino said.

Spiritual nurturing helping OLOL staff cope with COVID stress

Nurturing the spiritual lives of Our Lady of the Lake team 
members continues to be a high priority for hospital ad-
ministrators. Inspirational signs, such as above, help nurs-
es and physicians maintain their priorities.

A nurse at Our Lady of the Lake Regional Medical Center in 
Baton Rouge tends to a patient in the midst of the coronavi-
rus pandemic. During a recent five-day period, OLOL admit-
ted nearly 20 COVID-19 patients daily, stretching the staff. 
Photos provided by Grace Weber | Our Lady of the Lake
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Diocesean deaneries reorganized 
By Richard Meek

The Catholic Commentator

Reflecting a suggestion from the Pas-
toral Planning Task Force, the number of 
deaneries in the Diocese of Baton Rouge 
has been reduced from six to five.

Bishop Michael G. Duca issued the de-
cree establishing the new deaneries Jan 5. 
The decree of the deaneries was the first 
since Bishop Stanley J. Ott’s decree on 
April 3, 1985.

“People have a desire for a closer con-
nection with each other,”  Bishop Duca 
said. “Sometimes, long existing struc-
tures do not help us very well in estab-
lishing this type of community and mu-
tuality.  

“We find ourselves at a crossroads and 
a need to reorganize so that new struc-
tures might enable us to learn more from 
our neighbors and grow positively togeth-
er to make the church continue to flourish 
so that the Gospel might be spread.”

The task force suggested the realign-
ment after careful study and consider-
ation. After the recommendations were 
submitted, the Presbyteral Council was 
consulted and the decree issued.

Bishop Duca said the purpose of the 
deanery organization is to provide better 
cooperation between proximate pastors 
and other clergy for the good of the faith-
ful in the particular church.  

Along with the reduction of deaneries, 
the decree also includes renaming several 
of the deaneries and moving several “bor-
der” church parishes from one deanery to 
another because of the changes in demog-
raphy and infrastructure during the past 
decade. 

“The deanery structure is incredibly 
important,” Episcopal Vicar Father Jamin 
David said. “Gathering geographically 
proximate clergy into a structure of col-
laboration assists in the fraternal support 
of the clergy by means of formation, fel-
lowship and organization.  

“In terms of strategic planning, the 
current reorganization of the deaneries is 
important.”  

Over time, demographics and infra-
structure of the deaneries have changed 
because of new roads and methods of 
transportation are available and people 
have moved and will continue to move 
because of new economic opportunities 
and other factors that affect demography, 

he said. 
“This reorganization’s aim is to assist 

clergy in more effectively and efficiently 
assisting each other in their responsibil-
ities to the people of God,” Father David 
explained.  

Additionally, during the coming weeks 
the priests of each new deanery will be 
consulted in order to appoint a priest by 
Bishop Duca to serve as a dean in each 
deanery.

The new deaneries include the Baton 
Rouge Deanery, East Central Deanery, 

Northeast Deanery, Northwest Deanery 
and South Deanery. 

Bishop Duca has also derogated from 
the statutes of the Presbyteral Council in 
order that the five elected representatives 
to the Council by deanery continue their 
service through their appropriate, elect-
ed term.  These five members are Father 
Cary Bani (Northwest), Father Al David-
son (South), Father Mark Beard (North-
east), Father Joshua Johnson (East Cen-
tral), and Father Michael Miceli (Baton 
Rouge).

BATON ROUGE DEANERY 
Christ the King

Hispanic Apostolate
Immaculate Conception, Scotlandville

Most Blessed Sacrament
Our Lady of Mercy

Sacred Heart of Jesus
St. Agnes

St. Aloysius Gonzaga
St. Alphonsus Liguori, Greenwell Springs 

St. Anthony of Padua and St. Le Van Phung 
St. Francis Xavier

St. George
St. Gerard Majella

St. Isidore the Farmer, Baker
St. Jean Vianney

St. Joseph Cathedral
St. Jude the Apostle

St. Patrick
St. Paul the Apostle

St. Thomas More 

EAST CENTRAL DEANERY 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, Gramercy 

Holy Rosary, St. Amant 
Our Lady of Peace, Vacherie

St. Anne, Sorrento 
St. Anthony of Padua, Darrow

St. Gabriel the Archangel, St. Gabriel
St. James, St. James

St. John the Evangelist, Prairieville 
St. Joseph, French Settlement

St. Joseph, Paulina
St. Mark, Gonzales

St. Michael the Archangel, Convent 
St. Philip, Vacherie

St. Stephen the Martyr, Maurepas
St. Theresa of Avila, Gonzales 

NORTHEAST DEANERY 
Holy Ghost, Hammond

Immaculate Conception, Denham Springs 
Mater Dolorosa, Independence
Our Lady of Pompeii, Tickfaw

St. Albert the Great, Hammond
St. Helena, Amite

St. Joseph, Ponchatoula
St. Margaret Queen of Scotland, Albany 

NORTHWEST DEANERY 
Holy Family, Port Allen

Immaculate Conception, Lakeland 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Maringouin 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, St. Francisville 

St. Ann, Morganza
St. Augustine, New Roads

St. Francis Xavier Cabrini, Livonia
St. John the Baptist, Brusly

St. John the Baptist, Zachary
St. Joseph, Grosse Tete 

St. Mary of False River, New Roads 

SOUTH DEANERY 
Ascension of Our Lord, Donaldsonville 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Plattenville 

Our Lady of Prompt Succor, White Castle 
St. Anne, Napoleonville

St. Benedict the Moor, Bertrandville
St. Catherine of Siena, Donaldsonville 

St. Elizabeth, Paincourtville
St. Francis of Assisi, Donaldsonville 

St. John the Evangelist, Plaquemine 
St. Joseph the Worker, Pierre Part 

St. Jules, Belle Rose
St. Philomena, Labadieville 

DEANERIES OF THE DIOCESE OF BATON ROUGE 
As reorganized on Jan. 5, 2021
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Mausoleum to bring
comfort to grieving families

A new mausoleum will be constructed at St. George Catholic Cemetery in Baton Rouge 
that will allow for families who have lost a child to still birth, miscarriage, Sudden Infant 
Death Syndrome or while still in a womb a free place to bury their child. Photo by Richard Meek 
| The Catholic Commentator

By Richard Meek
The Catholic Commentator

Families who experience the over-
whelming grief of losing a child to still 
birth, miscarriage, Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome or while still in a womb are 
also faced with the unexpected anxiety of 
planning a funeral. 

Financially, they might not be pre-
pared to absorb the cost, and emotionally 
the heartache can be paralyzing.

Recognizing a growing need in the 
community,  the Diocese of Baton Rouge, 
Anna’s Grace Foundation and St. George 
Church in Baton Rouge are partnering to 
construct a new mausoleum that will of-
fer a free burial site for those young chil-
dren. Once completed parents will be able 
to bury their children at the mausoleum 
at no charge. 

If needed, Anna’s Grace will be able to 
assist with funeral home expenses to a 
certain point.

Organizers say the mausoleum will be 
much more than brick and mortar. Rather 
it will also offer a place where parents can 
spend time with their departed child, find 
peace and tranquility and know they are 
not alone.

“St. George community is so fortunate 
to be part of the effort to bring comfort 
and solace to parents who have lost their 
precious babies,” said pastor Father Paul 
Yi. “I notice how many people stop by our 
mausoleum and cemetery every day to re-
flect and remember their loved ones.”

“I can’t imagine what depth of grief the 
parents go through when they lose their 
baby,” he added. “We hope this new mau-
soleum for the babies will be a place of 
remembrance and comfort for their par-
ents.”

The mausoleum has been a vision of 
Monica Alley for several years, planned 
when she and her husband experienced 
the loss of a baby. But the catalyst of 
turning that dream into reality was a 
phone call from the Archdiocese of New 
Orleans.

Alley, founder of Anna’s Grace Founda-
tion, which offers emotional and financial 
support to families who experience mis-
carriage, stillbirth or infant loss, said the 
call pertained to a Baton Rouge family 
who had recently lost a baby. The parents 
were inquiring about a mausoleum for 
infants that was already in place in New 
Orleans.

 Alley said the archdiocesan staff mem-
ber told the family that Baton Rouge likely 
had a similar site.

“It was upsetting to think that a family 
in Baton Rouge would have to go all the 
way to New Orleans to visit their baby,” 
said Alley, a member of St. Thomas More 

Church in Baton Rouge.
So she swung into action, contacting 

Emily Froeba, who shared Alley’s vision, 
contacted the Bishop Michael G. Duca.

“That got us rolling,” Alley said.
 Behind the scenes talks began in 2019 

and, according to Danielle Van Haute, 
diocesan respect life coordinator, that is 
when the idea gained momentum, noting 
that St. George helped pave the way.

“The mausoleum will be a free place 
for parents, Catholic and non-Catholic, to 
provide a dignified burial for these chil-
dren,” she said.  “This is a way we can help 
people grieve the loss of their children 
and provide this beautiful, dignified place 
for their remains.”

Alley said one in four pregnancies end 
early, and typically the families suffer in 
silence. 

“It’s a miracle when you look at a new-
born baby, and I think that’s lost on a lot 
of people,” she said. “It’s a miracle to be 
able to hold our baby.”

Alley explained there are two areas to 
address when a family loses a child before 
the end of a pregnancy. If the baby is more 
than 20 weeks gestation, by law a funeral 
home must be involved. She said that is 
where Anna’s Grace is able to help defray 
the costs.

If the baby is less than 20 weeks gesta-
tion, the hospital is authorized to release 
the remains directly to the parents, who 
can then arrange for burial. 

Alley said Catholics can also ask for a 
funeral Mass to be celebrated. 

“Some people, even Catholics, don’t 
know they have the right to request that 
because society at large has denigrated 
to a certain extent the lives of these little 
one,” she said. “They don’t see the value in 
their existence. 

“There is an educational component 
that goes with it and I think the mauso-
leum will go a long way in helping to do 
that.”

The mausoleum will be a perpetual 
mausoleum able to accommodate up to 
232 children, Van Haute said. A common 
wall will have all of the names of the chil-
dren as well as the appropriate dates as 
deemed by the parents.  

“Families will be able to go and have a 
graveside service or even just years down 
the road come back and visit that place 
and see their baby’s name,” Alley said. 
“But it also gives them a focal point, a 
place where they can grieve, where they 
are welcome, where they feel connected to 
their baby, where they can do something 
proactive. 

“It’s one of those necessary steps in the 
grief process, acknowledging the loss.”

Caskets for the babies are being built 
by Froeba and her husband Jason.

Van Haute said she is hopeful parishes 
with cemeteries will offer a similar ser-
vice to young families. She said whether 
it’s the construction of a mausoleum or an 
in-ground burial would depend on what 
would be most feasible. 

“It’s so beautiful the way the diocese 
is responding,” Van Haute said. “The di-
ocese is not a building on South Acadian 
(in Baton Rouge where the Catholic Life 
Center is located). It’s the parishes, the 
people and when everyone is working 
together to see where the needs are and 
how as a church we can best serve, it’s in-
credible to see how prayer and service can 

come together and provide so much peace 
for so many families.”

The fundraising goal for the St. George 
mausoleum is $120,000, with about 
$50,000 already raised. Contributions 
have been received from the St. George 
Knights of Columbus, the St. George iG-
ive Catholic campaign and the Bishop’s 
Pence, Van Haute said. Additionally, the 
annual March for Life Pro Vita dinner do-
nated half of its proceeds, which amount-
ed to approximately $10,000.

Anyone wishing to donate to Anna’s 
Grace is encouraged to visit its website at 
annasgrace.org.

The 2021 
BaTon Rouge 

Diocese DiRecToRy 
is coming!

 The new directory has all of the 
current listings and information on 
churches, clergy, schools, diocesan 
departments and personnel of 
the diocese, religious, deaneries, 
institutions and organizations and 
more!

Number of Diocesan Directories Ordered

Name

Address

City                                                                 State            

Zip     Phone with area code

	 To	place	your	order,	fill	out	the	form	below	and	mail	to	The	Catholic	
Commentator, P. O. Box 3316, Baton Rouge, LA 70821-3316 with 
a check or money order for $9.50 for each directory ordered. The 
directory will be mailed to you. 
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Q Why does the Catholic Church 
baptize infants rather than 
letting them make their own 

decision later?

A Baptism of infants has been a 
practice of the Catholic Church 
since its beginning.  Jesus said 

“Let the children come to me, and do 
not prevent them; for the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these.”  In 
the New Testament, we see the bap-
tism of whole households of several 
converts:  Lydia, the Philippian jailer  
and Stephanas.  There was no mention 
of excluding infant children in these 
baptisms.  

Many early saints mention baptism 
of infants.  St. Hippolytus of Rome 
in 215 A.D. wrote, “Baptize first the 
children, and if they can speak for 
themselves let them do so. Otherwise, 
let their parents or other relatives speak 
for them” (The Apostolic Tradition 
21:16).  St. John Chrysostom (4th cen-
tury) and St. Augustine (5th century) 
were some of the others that recognized 
infant baptisms.

Every child is born with original 
sin.  They did not bring this stain upon 

themselves but we can remove it by 
baptizing them.  This will open up the 
gates of heaven for them and help them 
begin their journey to that final reward.  
Without baptism, one 
cannot receive any of 
the other sacraments 
and the graces that 
come from them.  

Baptism makes a 
child part of the body 
of Christ.  Should we 
exclude babies from 
the body of Christ 
simply because they 
cannot choose it 
for themselves?  Of 
course not.  That 
would be like denying 
a sick child medicine 
because he cannot 
choose to take it 
himself.  The Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church (para-
graph1250-1251) declares: “The sheer 
gratuitousness of the grace of salvation 
is particularly manifested in infant 
baptism. The church and the parents 
would deny a child the priceless grace of 

becoming a child of God were they not 
to confer baptism shortly after birth. 
Christian parents will recognize that 
this practice also accords with their role 

as nurturers of the life 
that God has entrusted 
to them.” 

Q What happens 
to unbaptized 
children after 

they die? Can they be 
baptized in any way?

A First of all, 
they cannot be 
baptized.  All 

sacraments, including 
baptism, are for the liv-
ing.  If, however, death 
is doubtful in any way, 
baptism could be ad-
ministered in case the 
person is still alive.

So, what happens to an unborn child 
or one who dies after birth without be-
ing baptized?  Does he go to heaven, hell 
or purgatory?  God has told us much 
about his plan for salvation, but there 
is also much he has not told us.  We 

do know, however, that God offers the 
grace of salvation to everyone who does 
not place a deliberate obstacle to that 
grace.  Obviously, that includes children 
who die too young to have consciously 
chosen any obstacle to God’s love.  St. 
Augustine uses this principle to support 
his teaching that God gives the grace 
of baptism, and therefore salvation, to 
such children.  

The catechism approaches the same 
idea from another direction when it 
states “baptism is necessary for salva-
tion for those to whom the Gospel has 
been proclaimed and who have had the 
possibility of asking for this sacrament.”  
Unborn children and young children 
have not had that possibility of seeking 
baptism.  The catechism further states 
“God has bound salvation to the sacra-
ment of baptism, but he himself is not 
bound by his sacraments.”  

In other words, if God wants these 
children in heaven, he can do it. 

DEACON HOOPER is a deacon assistant 
at Immaculate Conception Church in 
Denham Springs. He can be reached 
at ghooper@diobr.org.

Baptizing infants/Unbaptized children

Stump the Deacon  
Deacon George Hooper

CommentatorCommentator
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available at your church parishes and local outlets including:

AMite
Winn Dixie
 
BAKeR
B R Healthcare
Northridge Healthcare
 
BAtoN RoUGe
Affinity Nursing Home
Albertson’s
Alexander’s Highland Grocery
Ascension Books and Gifts
Anthony’s Deli
B R General Hospital 
Bergeron”s City Market 
Bet-R-Store 
Bordelon’s Pharmacy 
Brookstown Hardware
Calandro’s 
Carpenter House 
Catholic Art and Gifts 
Central Plumbing
Charlie T’s (barber)
Circle K
Cracker Barrel
CVS
Delmont Garden’s Library 
Dixie Maid Drive In
Express Mart 
Family Dollar 
Fresh Pickins

Goodwood Hardware 
Hi Nabor Supermarket
Jefferson Manor
Lake Sherwood Village
Mail Bag 
Matherne’s 
Mercedarian Sisters (Sr. Dulce)
Municipal Building 
Old Jefferson Comm Care
Ollie Steele Manor
OLOL College
OLOL Medical Center
OLOL Physicians Group
Red River Bank
Reeves
Rite Aid 
Rouse’ s Market
St. Clair Manor
St. Mary’s Bookstore 
St. Vincent DePaul Stores 
St. Vincent DePaul Dining Room
Shell Station 
Shopper’s Value
Southside Produce
Spanish Town Market 
The Fresh Market 
The UPS Store
Tony’s Seafood 
Vernon’s Hardware 
Walgreen’s
Winn Dixie 

CeNtRAl
A+ Cleaners
B-Quick 
Best Stop
Bourg Insurance 
Callihan Law
Central Automotive
Central Donuts
Circle K
Cracker Barrel
CVS
Demco
Frog’s
Indian Mound Grocery 
Jerry Lees 
Oak Point Supermarket
Ochsner Medical 
Rogers Eye 
Romero’s
Ross Tire
Sherman/Balhoff
Steve Rabalais
Sullivan Hardware
Trey Marino’s Florest 
Walgreen’s
Walmart Neighborhood Market
 
DeNhAM SPRiNGS
Lake Primary Care
OLOL Childrens Health Pediatrics
Rouse’s

DoNAlDSoNVille
Butcher Boy 
 
GoNZAleS
Gonzales Mental Health Ctr.  
Mary Bird Perkins Cancer Ctr.
OLOL Ascension Med Plaza
Rouse’s
St. Elizabeth Hospital 

hAMMoND
Rouse’s 
St. Vincent DePaul Store
Summerfield Senior Living
Winn Dixie 

JACKSoN
LA Vet Home
 
NeW RoADS
St. Vincent DePaul Store 
Winn Dixie 
 
PAUliNA
Matherne’s
 
PlAQUeMiNe
OLOL Physicians Group
 
PoNChAtoUlA
Bohning Supermarket 
Rosaryville Community 

PoRt AlleN
Family Medicine 
Hubbins
Port Allen Court House
St. Vincent DePaul Store 

PRAiRieVille
Rouse’s 

St. FRANCiSVille
Magnuson Hotel 
Schneider Pediatric Clinic

SlAUGhteR
Grace Healthcare Facility 
 
VACheRie
Schexnayder Supermarket
 
WAlKeR
OLOL Medical Center
 
White CAStle
Daigle Supermarket
 
ZAChARY
Lane Regional & Nursing Home
Oak Wood Nursing Home
Rouse’s
Zachary Manor 
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Annual pro-life celebrations  
go virtual

By Debbie Shelley
The Catholic Commentator

In adapting to challenges present-
ed by COVID-19, pro-life programs in 
the Diocese of Baton Rouge are con-
tinuing to speak out for society’s most 
vulnerable, the newborn, through 
virtual avenues.

Instead of the annual pilgrimage 
to Washington, D.C., sponsored by St. 
Michael High School in Baton Rouge 
and the diocese, youth will have the 
opportunity to join their church par-
ishes and schools through a dioce-
san-wide virtual gathering.

The gathering, “Vigil for Life: With 
Lamps Burning Brightly,” is sched-
uled Saturday, Jan. 23, according to 
Emily Froeba, SMHS campus minis-
ter, theology teacher and annual pil-
grimage coordinator.

The first session, “Personal Holi-
ness – Let your Light Shine,” includes 
a video segment/reflection on theme, 

group virtual competition and flash 
mob performance.

Louisiana Right to Life will pres-
ent a segment, “Pro Life, Pro Light.” 
Representatives will teach youth how 
to bring to tough pro-life questions 
to light with a presentation, “When I 
say, you say.” 

LARTL leaders will answer ques-
tions via Zoom.

Attendees will also have an op-
portunity to consider their vocation-
al call with a video segment with 
Father Josh Johnson, pastor of Holy 
Rosary Church in St. Amant, and the 
Dominican Sisters Congregation of 
Nashville, Tennessee. Additionally, 
there will be a Zoom vocation panel 
session.

The day will conclude with a ses-
sion about conversion, “Bringing 
Light into Darkness.” Dr. Kathy Allen 
of Louisiana Black Advocates for Life 
will give a video witness. 

A parent of a child with Down syn-

drome, Allen has served as director 
of an agency providing resources and 
referrals for people with disabilities 
and their families. She developed and 
obtained funding for several projects 
focused on providing practical and 
moral support to family members of 
individuals with disabilities.

An opportunity is also given for 
parishes to have confession and eu-
charistic adoration.

Youth can get more information 
by contacting their youth minister or 
Catholic schools campus ministers as 
well as by visiting youthmarchforlife.
org.

Also on Jan. 23, from 9-10 a.m., 
Louisiana Right for Life will present 
a virtual program, “Stand for Life 
Louisiana,” on the steps of the State 
Capitol in Baton Rouge. The program 
will be followed by socially distanced 
“life chains” to share the pro-life 
message. For more information, visit  
prolifelouisiana.org.

CONGRATULATIONS, YOU SURVIVED 2020! CHOOSE TO THRIVE IN 2021.
The year 2020 wreaked havoc with pandemic, hurricanes, riots & family conflict.  

Lesson learned: If you FAIL to PLAN, you PLAN to FAIL.

Laura Poché
Author & Estate Planning 
& Administration Attorney

IF YOU WANT TO:

*Maintain family harmony and stay out of court instead of dealing with 
revenge lawsuits by disgruntled heirs after someone dies, 
*Protect against people having undue influence over estate settlement,
*Make your children’s future inheritance divorce proof,
*Manage conflicting interests when there are multiple marriages or 
blended families,
*Create a simple legal estate plan for your family in only 6-7 weeks and 
keep it up to date without it costing a fortune,
*Choose whether you need a Will, a Trust, or both,
*Protect your spouse and kids against the very costly and emotional 
Louisiana interdiction process in case you become disabled while alive,
*Maintain your financial privacy by keeping nosey neighbors, identity 
thieves and the government out of your daily life and estate settlement,
*Start the 5-year look-back period to qualify for Medicaid benefits to 
pay nursing home costs in the event of catastrophic illness,
*Provide for special needs persons without losing valuable benefits, 
AND/OR
*STOP worrying about your estate so you can ENJOY LIFE, THEN 
CALL 225.224.8099 to save your spot at one of our FREE events!

NEW! Guests Now Have 2 Options to Attend an EDUCA-
TIONAL Event! Pick Your Pleasure & CALL TODAY TO 

REGISTER.

IMPORTANT GUIDELINES FOR OUR EDUCATIONAL EVENTS: Though “On 
Demand Webinars” are online, we do limit the number of people who can join a particular 
webinar to ensure personalized attention to those who are serious about getting their estate 
plan in place. Our “In Person Office Seminars” employ strict social distancing standards for 
everyone’s safety. All Events are open to FIRST-TIME ATTENDEES ONLY and current 
Poche’ Law Firm clients. The Events are geared towards people who intend to put a legal 
estate plan in place in the near future. Please have your personal calendar handy at the event 
should you decide to start your legal estate planning immediately! Finally, if married, both 
spouses must attend the Event to ensure that all decision-makers are involved in the 
family’s coordinated estate plan. Thank you for your attention to these important Event 
guidelines. *Non-Louisiana residents are invited to participate for a nominal fee. 
Please contact the office for details.  

EVENT OPTION 1—“ON DEMAND WEBINARS” To 
accommodate your busy schedule, we are now offering 
private online webinars available for viewing 24/7 ON 
DEMAND.  If you have about 2 1/2 hours to spare, please 
plan to join one of our ON DEMAND VIRTUAL WORK-
SHOPS via Zoom at any time of the day beginning at 9:00am 
on Wednesday January 20th and ending at 12:00 noon on 
Friday January 29th.

EVENT OPTION 2—“IN PERSON OFFICE SEMINARS” 
There is nothing better than attending an event “in person.” Now 
that we are in a new phase of re-entry and recovery, consider 
venturing outside to attend one of our IN PERSON OFFICE 
SEMINARS. All January In Person Workshops Will Take Place 
In Our Baton Rouge Office.*

• Monday January 25– 9:30am til 11:30am
• Tuesday January 26– 9:30am til 11:30am
• Wednesday January 27– 11:30am til 1:30pm
• Wednesday January 27– 6:00pm til 8:00pm
• Thursday January 28–2:30pm til 4:30pm
• Friday January 29–10:00am til 12:00noon

(*)Baton Rouge Office Location: 4960 Bluebonnet Blvd, 
Suite C

Call 225-224-8099 To Register! Poché Estate Planning Law Firm, 4960 Bluebonnet Blvd., Suite C, Baton Rouge, LA 70809
 2315 Florida Street, Building 200, Suite 202, Mandeville, LA 70448 - By Appt. Only

What Her Clients Say

“When we received your advertisement in the 
newspaper, it seemed to be what we were looking 
for. We made the reservation of one of your 
seminars and we were not disappointed. In a 
clear, concise way you explained how we could 
avoid probate and how to make it easy for our 
children to know what our desires are concerning 
our health issues and our end-of-life desires. We 
appreciate the estate planning portfolio with the 
layman’s version of the estate plan. We also 
appreciate the layout of the portfolio along with 
the glossary of legal terms. Thank you Mrs. Poché 
for all your help.” Curtis & Pat Dockens, Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana

The year 2021 brings great hope with more resiliency than 
ever before, two COVID vaccines in Louisiana & family 
harmony.  Key to success: Hope for the best, but PLAN for the 
worst! Why not get your Legal Estate Plan in place now?  
Protecting your family will bring you PEACE OF MIND.

Seminar attendees receive a FREE copy of Laura Poche’s Book, 
“Estate Planning Advice by a Woman for Louisiana Women: A 
Guide for Both Men and Women About Wills, Trusts, Probate, 
Powers of Attorney, Medicaid, Living Wills and Taxes.”

GOSPEL 
From page 2

our life as we were incorporated into the 
mystical body of Christ. We believe Jesus is 
the Lamb of God, the redeemer, the one who 
takes away the sins of the world by his love 
and mercy. We encounter Jesus every day; 
most profoundly in Eucharist, as his body, 
blood, soul and divinity become part of our 
body, blood and soul. Jesus is actively calling 
us to follow him! All the time!

Like the disciples, we have the choice to 
respond to Jesus’ call. He gives us all that 
we need to follow him. It is up to us to “drop 
our nets and follow him.” What are the nets I 
carry? Where am I casting nets and what am 
I hoping to gain by doing so? Am I catching 
people for Jesus?

Year of St Joseph
St Joseph is a model disciple of Jesus 

Christ. From the moment of the angel’s mes-
sage to the days of fostering the son of God, 
St. Joseph committed his life to Jesus by his 
obedience and love of God. His earthly care 
of Jesus has led to the title of Patron of the 
Universal Church. May we, like St. Joseph, be 
a model disciple, as we answer our personal 
call and point others to follow Jesus. JMJ

Dow is the director of the Office of Evan-
gelization and Catechesis for the Diocese of 
Baton Rouge. 
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‘Astonished’ pope asks for Mary’s intercession to heal divided U.S.

Please give generously 
January 23 & 24.

CNA – Pope Francis prayed Jan. 10 
for the United States, asking the Im-
maculate Virgin Mary to help foster a 
“culture of encounter” after the recent 
violence at the U.S. Capitol.

“I extend an affectionate greeting 
to the people of the United States of 
America, shaken by the recent siege 
of Congress. I pray for those who lost 
their lives, five lost in those dramatic 
moments,” Pope Francis said after his 
Angelus address.

“I reaffirm that violence is always 
self-destructive. Nothing is gained 
with violence and so much is lost. I 
urge the authority of the state and the 
entire population to maintain a high 
sense of responsibility in order to calm 
the spirits, promote national reconcili-
ation and protect the democratic values 
rooted in American society,” the pope 
said.

In the midday Marian prayer broad-
cast live from the library of the Vati-
can’s Apostolic Palace, Pope Francis 
invoked the intercession of the Immac-
ulate Conception, who was proclaimed 
Patroness of the United States in 1846.

“May the Immaculate Virgin, Pa-
troness of the United States of Amer-
ica, help to keep alive the culture of 
encounter, the culture of care, as the 
main way to build the common good 
together,” the pope said.

Pope Francis’ comments came four 
days after President Trump supporters 
stormed the Capitol on Jan. 6 as Con-
gress was in the process of certifying 
the presidential election results, lead-
ing to the evacuation of lawmakers and 
the deadly shooting of one protester by 
law enforcement. A Capitol police of-
ficer also died from injuries sustained 
during the attack, and three other pro-
testers died due to medical emergen-
cies.

In a video clip published Jan. 9, Pope 
Francis said that he was “astonished” 
by this incident that occurred in the 
Capitol.

“I was astonished, because they are 
a people so disciplined in democracy, 
right? But it’s a reality,” the pope said 
in the clip published to the website of 
the Italian news program TgCom24.

“Something isn’t working,” Pope 

Francis continued. With “people taking 
a path against the community, against 
democracy, against the common good. 
Thanks be to God that this has broken 
out and there was a chance to see it well 
so that now you can try and heal it. Yes, 
this must be condemned, this move-
ment.”

The clip was published as a preview 
of a longer interview with Pope Francis 
by Vatican journalist Fabio Marchese 
Ragona, who works for the Italian tele-
vision network Mediaset.

The interview aired on the evening of 
Jan. 10 and was followed by a Media-
set-produced film on the life of Jorge 
Mario Bergoglio, from his youth in Ar-
gentina until his election as Pope Fran-
cis in 2013.

In his Angelus address, Pope Francis 
reflected on the manifestation of the 
Holy Trinity at Jesus’ baptism in the 
Jordan River.

“After this gesture of compassion 
from Jesus, an extraordinary thing 

happens: the heavens open and the 
Trinity is finally revealed. The Holy 
Spirit descends in the form of a dove 
and the Father says to Jesus: ‘You are 
my beloved son.’ God manifests him-
self when mercy appears,” Pope Fran-
cis said.

“Do not forget this: God manifests 
himself when mercy appears, because 
that is his face. Jesus becomes the ser-
vant of sinners and is proclaimed son; 
he lowers himself upon us and the Spir-
it descends upon him. Love calls love. 
It is also true for us: in every gesture of 
service, in every work of mercy that we 
perform, God manifests himself, God 
sets his gaze on the world.”

The pope said that “God overcomes 
the evil of the world by humbling him-
self.”

He added: “It is also the way in which 
we can lift others up: not judging, not 
in commanding what to do, but by be-
coming neighbors, by empathizing, by 
sharing God’s love.”
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By Debbie Shelley
The Catholic Commentator

Talented Catholic High 
School in Baton Rouge track 
athlete James Robert III is now 
running full steam on the track 
as well as toward his dreams 
and goals in life with a pros-
thetic hand that was built for 
him by the LSU School of En-
gineering.

“It has made me more explo-
sive, which is vital in track in 
general, but especially for short 
distance sprinters, which I am,” 
said Robert.

Robert was born with only 
the palm on his left hand, ac-
cording to his mother, Deidre 
Robert. She and her husband, 
James Robert II, members 
of Immaculate Conception 
Church in Lakeland, were sur-
prised and had many questions. 
But in talking with then-pastor 
Father Greg Daigle and relying 

on their faith, they knew God 
had his purposes and plans for 
James. 

“We always instilled in 
(James) that ‘God made you in 
his image and he made you per-
fectly,’ ” said Deidre, her voice 
quivering with emotion.

James demonstrated he was a 
gifted athlete early. In 2003, he 
won the first Diaper Derby put 
on by Parent’s Magazine. With 
a surgery in which doctors 
grafted a toe onto his hand, he 
was able to grasp small objects. 
He participated in a number of 
sports including football, bas-
ketball and soccer.

“If there was something I 
wanted to do, I found a way 
to do it,” said James. “If you 
are alive today, you have the 
chance to get better at some-
thing whether it’s athletics, 
reading, or whatever you want 
to do.”

When James suffered an in-

jury a couple of years ago, he 
turned to track. But he found 
it difficult to keep up with the 
other athletes, because there is 
strength training and weight 
lifting involved. He had to work 
out with giant rubber hands 
but it was frustrating. 

“There were some really hard 
days. There were a lot of days 
I wanted to stop. But I couldn’t 
make myself stop,” said James.

The coaching staff at Catholic 
continued to work with James, 
and a breakthrough came two 
years ago when they learned 
about a unique program at 
LSU which requires students 
to make a working prototype 
product in order to graduate. 

After meeting with James, 
a pool of students of Dr. War-
ren Waggenspack’s developed, 
designed and produced a pros-
thetic hand that would allow 
James to grip the weightlifting 
bars in order to work out.

James was active-
ly involved in the 
process and said he 
learned a lot.

“I had never used 
a prosthetic before 
and I didn’t even 
know there was 
a whole disabled 
community or a 
world of people who 
used prosthetics. I 
was never exposed 
to that. So it was 
an incredible eye 
opening experience 
– from what the 
necessities are, de-
signing, adjusting, 
fabricating, every-
thing,” he said.

The first day he 
worked out with the 
device after receiv-
ing it in May was 
memorable.

“I started crying, 
it was like a night 
and day difference, 
it was incredible,” 
said James.

Deidre remem-
bers the call from 
her son after the 
workout.

“I could hear in his voice, he 
was crying and laughing at the 
same time. He said ‘I did it ... 
I can’t believe it,’ ” said Deidre, 
her own voice paralleling her 
son’s emotion

And now James blazes across 
the track. He won the Catholic 
High Pentathlon and set the 
school record in the 30-meter 
dash in December.

The experience has had such 
an impact on James that he is 
interning at Red Stick Ortho-

pedic and Prosthetics. He has 
been accepted by several col-
leges and plans to study pros-
thetics.

“I’ve seen both sides of the 
coin,” he said. “I understand 
what its like to grow up and not 
being able to do something and 
just dealing with it and not hav-
ing options. I want to change 
that for other people.

“I want people to have the 
chance to do something they 
have never done. I want to help 
them paint the picture they 
want to paint.” 

CHS track star blazing a new trail with a helping hand

Celebrating Christmas together is from left, James Robert III, his par-
ents James II and Deidre and brother, Jude Michael.

James Robert III is able to do weight lifting 
and strength training with the help of a pros-
thetic hand developed by students in the 
School of Enginnering at LSU. Photos provided by 
Deidre Robert
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SEE RACISM PAGE 15

Environmental racism and 
Formosa Plastics in St. James

Emissions from various 
chemical plants through-
out the River Parishes re-
gion, from Baton Rouge 
to New Orleans, are con-
stantly discharged 24 
hours a day. The fact that 
Black and brown Ameri-
cans are more likely to 
live in polluted environ-
ments and not because 
of their own choosing is a 
phenomenon referred to 
as “environmental rac-
ism.” Photo by Richard Meek | The 
Catholic Commentator

Mr. D’s Tree Service

• Economical
• Fully Insured • Quality Work

ovEr 40 yEars ExpErIEncE
Don Decell, owner
carl BaBin, owner

CALL TODAY! 
225-292-6756

Solution on page 14

ACROSS
1 Adoptee in Genesis
6 Headwear
10 Slayer of Abel
14 On one’s toes
15 Barbarous person
16 Killer whale
17 Pellucid
18 Command to stop a horse
19 A tide
20 Father Christmas
22 Summer blowers
23 “Three ___ Match”
24 It returned to Noah with an olive 

branch
26 Arrest
29 Molar drs.
32 Pater ___
36 Adept
38 Ones in Berlin
40 “Same here”
41 Hew
42 Bank transactions
44 Sashes
45 Uproar
47 Glide on surface
48 Part
49 Sacerdotal sacrament
51 Big picture
53 Poetic expression
54 Hits the slopes
56 His wife was turned to salt
58 Wise guys
61 Type of council
67 Taj Mahal locale
68 He’s a clown
69 Vestige
70 Undoing
71 Greek goddess of strife
72 Leases
73 Edible roots
74 Promontory
75 Donkeys

DOWN
1 Some outdoor gear
2 Spanish pot
3 Spotted
4 Muse of lyric poetry
5 Run aground
6 Monk’s hood
7 Turkish honorific title
8 Arrogant
9 Liturgical ___
10 One role of a priest
11 Space
12 Yes ___!
13 Sleeps briefly
21 Jesus compared a rich man to this 

animal
25 Charitable org.
26 Chip choice
27 Loathe
28 The wine, after the consecration
30 God, to Pedro
31 Genesis serpent
33 Set apart as sacred
34 Author Zola
35 Vertical face of a stair
37 It precedes Philippians
39 Cut
43 Selfie look
46 Noah built one
50 Number of sacraments, in Mainz
52 Against
55 Tally
57 Wearies
58 Mother of Jesus
59 Primary symbol of Baptism, in Spain
60 Two sad brothers, when they lost an 

“m”?
62 Israeli semiautomatic weapons
63 Rock clinging plant
64 Metal containers
65 Entr’___
66 To a smaller extent

By Deacon Chris Kellerman SJ
Special to The Catholic Commentator

Communities of color have 
known for years what the me-
dia began to devote more at-
tention to during the COVID-19 
pandemic this past year: that 
there are disturbing health 
disparities between white and 
non-white Americans. 

Those health disparities can 
have a lot to do with the pollu-
tion levels in the areas where 
people live. The fact that Black 
and brown Americans are 
more likely to live in polluted 
environments and not because 
of their own choosing is a phe-
nomenon referred to as “envi-
ronmental racism.”

There are places in Louisi-
ana where it seems Black com-
munities are targeted by major 
polluters, and no one in power 
wants to step in to stop it. There 
was St. John the Baptist civil 
parish and the Denka Perfor-
mance Elastomer in Reserve, 
profiled recently in USA Today. 

There was Sasol Limited’s 
takeover of the town of Moss-
ville, a story whose racial as-
pects were documented in the 
2019 film “Mossville: When 
Great Trees Fall.”

And in the Diocese of Baton 
Rouge, the heart of Cancer Al-
ley, there is another massive 
petrochemical plant that could 
be built which will dispropor-
tionately endanger the lives of 
Black families including the 
unborn through alarming pol-
lution levels: the Formosa Plas-
tics Sunshine Project. 

The Taiwanese-owned For-
mosa Plastics “Sunshine Proj-
ect” is a massive, $9.4 billion 
petrochemical complex that 
could begin major construction 
early 2021. It will be one of the 
largest plastics plants in the 
world, composed of 14 plants 
stretching over 2,400 acres in 
St. James civil parish. If built, 
the plant will be fully opera-
tional by 2029.

District 5 in St. James is 85% 
Black, and the complex could 
potentially pollute the air with 
thousands of tons of chemicals 
within walking distance of a 
nearly 100% Black elementary 
school. To add insult to injury, 
the plant might also be built 
upon the blessed graves of en-
slaved Black Americans. 

Health risks will increase 
for residents within dozens of 
miles of the site. For example, 
the Sunshine Project will be one 
of the top five emitters of ethyl-
ene oxide (ETO) in the United 
States, potentially emitting 7.7 
tons of ETO into the air every 
year. An EPA report states: 
“EPA has concluded that eth-
ylene oxide is carcinogenic to 
humans by the inhalation route 
of exposure. Evidence in hu-
mans indicates that exposure 
to ethylene oxide increases the 
risk of lymphoid cancer and, for 
females, breast cancer.”

Besides making Cancer Alley 
more cancerous, the Sunshine 
Project will be dangerous for 
unborn children. Exposure to 
ETO by pregnant women has 
been shown to increase the risk 
of preterm births and sponta-

neous abortion (miscarriage), 
and exposure to fine particu-
late matter (PM2.5) and ozone 
has been repeatedly linked to 
a significant rise in risk of pre-
term births, stillbirths and low 
birth weight. 

The Sunshine Project will 
be allowed to emit 339.81 tons 
of PM2.5 each year. Ozone is 
caused by a reaction between 
volatile organic compounds 
(VOC) and nitrogen oxides 
(NOx) on hot days, and the 
Sunshine Project will be al-
lowed to emit 1242.53 tons of 
NOx and 1667.89 tons of VOC 
per year. 

A recent report showed that 
Louisiana has the second high-
est preterm birth rate in the 
country at 13%. The preterm 
birth rate for African American 
babies is 17%. Formosa Plastics 
could increase those rates even 
more, and yet elected officials 
appear to be allowing it to hap-
pen.

“Formosa Plastics would be 
a death sentence for St. James 
Parish,” says Sharon Lavigne, a 
parishioner at St. James Catho-
lic Church in St. James. “Our 
friends and loved ones are al-
ready getting sick and dying 
from all the toxic plants here.”

Lavigne is the founder and 
director of RISE St. James, 
an organization dedicated to 
environmental justice in the 
St. James community. She 
has been leading the fight 
against Formosa Plastics, and 
she helped to organize an All 
Saints Day prayer service led by  
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Along with the rest of America 
and the world, I was stunned as 
I watched the attack on our na-

tion’s Capitol in an attempt to overturn 
the election and keep President Trump 
in the White House. It 
succeeded only temporar-
ily in stopping the final 
step of Congress’ certify-
ing the votes of the elec-
toral college representing 
each of our 50 states and 
the District of Colum-
bia. It was shameful and 
disgraceful, not only be-
cause of its violence but 
also because of its goal 
to deny the proven will 
of the voters who gave a 
convincing majority in 
both the popular vote and 
the electoral vote to the 
election of Joseph Biden 
and Kamala Harris as 
president and vice-presi-
dent of the United States. 

Many commentators 
in the press, in journals and on TV, have 
talked about this attempted coup not 
being surprising due to the great division 
among citizens in our country. They have 
talked about our democracy being fragile 
because of great economic inequalities 
and racial inequalities. No one can deny 
that these divisions do exist and must 
be addressed and ended, even though it 

may take quite a few more presidencies 
to do so. Still, I would argue that there 
is something even more fundamental 
than economics and race that must be 
addressed before our ship of state can be 

righted and the people of 
our nation united. There 
must be an end to lying 
and hypocrisy as the chief 
strategy of our politics. 

There are members of 
both parties, Republicans 
and Democrats, who have 
been guilty of this.  But 
the damage that it has 
done to our democracy, 
highlighted by the siege 
of our Capitol at what 
some say was the urging 
of our president, and the 
seemingly willful support 
of him with complicity 
in his lies on the part of 
Congressmen of his party, 
is what laid the ground-
work for this catastrophic 
event. The big lie was 

repeated again and again that this elec-
tion would be rigged even before it was 
held. And then the same lie continued to 
be repeated despite count and recount of 
votes, assurances by state officials that all 
voting rules had been adhered to, all pro-
cedures monitored by video and human 
vote watchers, and found correct. Ap-
peals were made in the states, in federal 

courts and even to the Supreme Court. 
All were rejected because there was no 
evidence to substantiate the lie.

Yet, the lie was advanced again by the 
president and by the words and votes of 
147 congressmen and congresswomen, 
including five of six Louisiana GOP 
lawmakers, during the 
electoral process before 
and after the siege against 
the Capitol. We can call 
this politics but it is just 
lying as a deliberate strat-
egy to advance one’s own 
agenda. Their agenda was 
to overthrow the lawful 
votes of the swing states 
that awarded the presiden-
cy to Biden. And the result 
of perpetuating lies in the 
White House throughout 
President Trump’s entire 
term and in the Capitol on 
that fateful day was chaos 
and the loss of five lives.  

In the Mass for the 
second Sunday after Christmas, we pray 
over the gifts of bread and wine, “Lord, 
make holy these gifts through the com-
ing of your son, who shows us the way 
of truth and promises the life of your 
kingdom.” Truth is central to Christian 
faith. Jesus tells Pontius Pilate, “For this 
I was born and for this I came into the 
world, to testify to the truth. Everyone 
who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice” (Jn 18:37). And, of course we have 
to do more than just listen, we have to 
keep his commandments and model our 
lives after him. He tells his apostles and 
us, “I am the way, the truth, and the life” 
(Jn 14: 6). We have to walk the way that 
he walked, obey the truth that he taught 
and then we will have the life that God 

wants to give us, here and for all eternity 
with him. 

Jesus gave his life because he fulfilled 
God’s commandment to live and preach 
God’s truth. 

In the eighth chapter of St. John’s 
Gospel (34-59), Jesus confronts the Jew-

ish leaders who are trying 
to kill him. They are afraid 
because people are begin-
ning to believe that he really 
is the Messiah. Jesus tells the 
Jewish leaders that they can-
not accept his word because 
they are slaves to sin. And sin 
hardens one’s heart. “Why 
do you not understand what 
I say? It is because you can-
not accept my word. You are 
from your father, the devil, 
and you choose to do your 
father’s desires. He was a 
murderer from the beginning 
and does not stand in truth, 
because there is no truth in 
him. When he tells a lie, he 

speaks in character, because he is a liar 
and the father of lies” (Jn 8:43-44).

Those are strong words, but they 
show us how important it is to respect 
the truth and to realize the damage that 
lying does. Those who did not stand in 
the truth, who were addicted to lies, were 
easily led to kill Christ, the truth personi-
fied. The big lie repeated again and again 
can lead to chaos, violence, the death of 
individuals and eventually the death of 
our democracy.

FATHER CARVILLE is a retired priest in the 
Diocese of Baton Rouge and writes on 
current topics for The Catholic Commen-
tator. He can be reached at johnny 
carville@gmail.com.

There must 
be an end 

to lying and 
hypocrisy 

as the chief 
strategy of 

our politics. 

The king of chaos and the father of lies

Another 
Perspective

Father John Carville

Jan. 21 Rev. Rafael Juantorena
 Dcn. Robert McDonner
 Br. Michael Migacz SC
Jan. 22 Rev. Jon C. Koehler
 Dcn. Larry J. Melancon
 Sr. M. Alokesh MC
Jan. 23 Rev. Leonard Kraus SJ
 Dcn. Timothy Messenger Sr.
 Br. Paul Montero SC
Jan. 24 Rev. J. Joel LaBauve
 Dcn. William Messenger Sr.
 Sr. Barbara Arceneaux FMOL
Jan. 25 Rev. Kenneth W. Laird
 Dcn. Francis M. Minor
 Br. Yuong Dinh Nguyen ICM
Jan. 26 Rev. Charles R. Landry
 Dcn. Gary C. Mooney
 Sr. Kathleen Babin CSJ
Jan. 27 Rev. Keun-Soo Lee
 Dcn. James J. Morrissey
 Br. Marcus Tucotte SC

Jan. 28 Rev. C. Todd Lloyd
 Dcn. Jodi A. Moscona
 Sr. Rosalind Barbeneaux SSF
Jan. 29 Rev. Matthew P. Lorrain
 Dcn. Leon Roy Murphy Jr.
 Br. Edward Violet SM
Jan. 30 Rev. Donald MacKinnon CSsR
 Dcn. Donald J. Musso
 Sr. Fe Borero Bista DM
Jan. 31 Rev. P. Brent Maher
 Dcn. Angelo S. Nola
 Br. William Cawley SC
Feb. 1 Rev. Cayet N. Mangiaracina OP
 Dcn. Ehren Oschwald
 Sr. Sandra Blanchard CSJ
Feb. 2 Rev. Samuel C. Maranto CSsR
 Dcn. Ricky P. Oubre
 Br. Roland Champagne SC
Feb. 3 Rev. Robert G. Marcell
 Dcn. Stephen Paul Ourso
 Sr. Judith Brun CSJ

Please pray for the priests, deacons and religious women and men in the Baton Rouge Diocese.

 | Pray for those who Pray for us

Letters to the editor
Letters to the Editor should be typed and limited to 350 
words and should contain the name and address of the 
writer, though the address will not be printed. We reserve 
the right to edit all letters. Send to: Letters to the Editor, 
The Catholic Commentator, P. O. Box 3316, Baton Rouge, 
LA 70821-3316, or to tcc@diobr.org.

Mission statement
The mission of The Catholic Commentator is to provide 
news, information and commentary to the people of the 
Diocese of Baton Rouge, Catholics and their neighbors 
alike. In doing so, The Catholic Commentator strives to 
further the wider mission of the Church: to  evangelize, to 
communicate, to educate and to give the Catholic view-
point on important issues of the present day.
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One of our seven grandchildren 
had a very different wish list for 
Christmas. Leo will be six years 

old this month, and when his grand-
mother, Lisette – he calls her Meresette  
– asked him what he wanted for Christ-
mas, he said, “Seeds. I want seeds.” 

Leo is fascinated by plants, bushes 
and trees, a budding green thumb, for 
sure. He marvels at the miracle of a seed 
planted with faith in the earth, with the 
hope that it will soon break through its 
cover of soil and begin shooting skyward 
in the form of a sprout on its way to being 
who knows what? A fruit? A vegetable? 
An herb or a flower? 

Leo has taught me something impor-
tant about gardening. The darker the 
soil, he says, the richer the nutrients, the 
better the hope the seed will grow fully 
to the potential that Mother Nature has 
destined for it.

No doubt 2020 has been a mess. Some 
have lost loved ones, and I’d bet we all 
personally knew people who have been 
taken by the virus. Our lives have been 
turned upside down and for many the 
future is uncertain. But are there little 
seeds of hope buried under the weight 

of the dark soil of the year that has just 
ended … seeds that have the potential 
of blossoming forth and making 2021 a 
good year, a better year?  

Said differently, have there been 
silver linings in the storm 
clouds of 2020? One 
newspaper asked readers 
to share these seeds of 
hope, these silver linings 
that were discovered in 
2020. Here are some 
responses. 

This from a mom: 
Our four children are 
now distance learning. I 
appreciate teachers more 
than ever!

This from a new par-
ent: Like many others, I 
was made to work from 
home. Because of that, 
I was able to see my 
1-year-old son take his 
first steps. I would have 
otherwise been at work.

This from a wife: The one good thing 
that happened this year is that after 47 
years of marriage I learned to appreciate 

my husband. My husband is a quiet man, 
a reader and bird watcher who takes 
pictures of clouds. Some might think he’s 
dull because he doesn’t talk much but 
listens and smiles. I, on the other hand, 

have lived a life of over-
commitment  book clubs, 
volunteering, political ac-
tion, adult classes and social 
clubs. My frenetic life ended 
in March when I became 
shut in with my husband. 
Not dull, but interesting. 
Not rushed, but calm. We’ve 
marveled at the night sky 
and named the butterflies 
in our garden. We share 
books, bake bread and 
walk our dogs. The clubs, 
concerts and crowds have 
disappeared, and I have 
found serenity and com-
panionship with my loving 
husband, the perfect man 
I married long ago when I 

was too busy to notice.
This from an animal lover:  One good 

thing about 2020 is that pet adoptions 
are way up. People who are isolating need 

companionship, so they’re fostering and 
adopting dogs and cats in record num-
bers. 

This from a wife and mother: For 
much longer than we initially expected, 
we all slowed down. We saved time on 
our commutes, many of us picked up 
hobbies never thought possible because 
of the time commitment.  We graciously 
waited as co-workers figured out their 
microphone issues. Families and part-
ners experienced a new mundane that 
became the new normal, and young 
adults across the country found them-
selves home with mom and dad.

This from a voracious reader:  So 
many books, not enough time, has always 
been my go-to excuse for not reading 
more. This year, so many good books 
and lots of time.

And this last one: One good thing 
about 2020: We learned what we can do 
with less, and many times do without.

The Gospel writers tell us that Mary 
reflected and pondered on the events of 
her life, many of which were chaotic and 
challenging. So maybe we should begin 
the new year by reflecting in our own 

As a 15 year-old Black teenage girl in Baton Rouge 
in the summer of 1965, I hadn’t personally 
experienced any of the type of brutal treatment 

towards freedom riders that I was seeing on the nightly 
news or other racial indignities. I don’t even have a rec-
ollection of the word “racism” being used on those TV 
broadcasts.  What I knew was that my 
people were protesting for what they felt 
was rightfully theirs: the right to vote, 
the right to equal housing, the right to 
equal education, the right to equal pay 
and the right to social justice.

 The public schools in Baton Rouge 
had desegregated years earlier but for 
some reason, the Catholic schools held 
off doing the same until the fall of 1965.  
I found this odd, given the church’s 
teachings of mankind being in God’s im-
age. Nowhere did it say just white people 
were in his image.

My first real memory of personally 
experiencing racism was when I was one 
of about 20 Black girls to integrate St. 
Anthony Catholic High School, a small 
and previously all-white, all-girls’ school 
in north Baton Rouge.  The following 
year another 15 or so Black girls enrolled 
at St. Anthony.

I don’t recall many details from my first few months 
at St. Anthony, but I do vividly remember feeling out 
of place, under a magnifying glass as if everyone was 
waiting for something to happen. The lay teachers, as 
I remember, were friendly enough, but I recall feel-
ing held at arm’s length for two years by the nuns and 
priests. This was confounding and bewildering, and I 

remember philosophically struggling mostly in religion 
class, where emphasis was on God’s benevolence for all 
his creatures and that we should all love one another 
as he loves us.  There was no teaching that God loved 
Blacks less than whites.

 Outside of the school day, we Black students 
had no contact socially with our white class-
mates.  I remember as a junior seeing the 
flurry of activity by the seniors decorating 
the gym for their senior prom and hearing 
the girls talk about plans for their senior 
trip to New Orleans. I remember anxiously 
waiting for my turn the next year but it never 
came.  As March 1967 of my senior year came 
and went, we began to hear rumors that the 
same senior celebrations might not happen 
for our class.  Then a letter arrived home 
from the school’s principal stating that some 
of the parents had expressed concern about 
the mixing of the races socially. The letter 
included a form for the parents to vote either 
“yes” they would support a racially mixed 
senior prom, or “no” they would not.  

When the responses were tallied, the 
school did not have the parental consensus 
for a prom.  I was not surprised but I was 
deeply disappointed, which was compounded 

when I learned that our white classmates did have 
a prom, offsite, and did go on a trip, just without us.  
Even 50-plus years later the feeling of marginalization, 
disrespect and rejection still stings. I felt let down and it 
was an emotionally traumatic reminder of the Catholic 
schools and the community’s failure to practice as God’s 
words taught. 

The senior class of 1967 was the first and last inte-

grated class to graduate from St. Anthony as the school 
closed the summer after I graduated. The reason given 
was the lack of financial support. But I wonder, even 
today, if that was just a veiled excuse to close the school 
because it was becoming “less white.” 

I just want to note that a friendship still flourishes 
with one of my white classmates from those days. Once 
while reminiscing, we realized that we both shared 
the same racially-motivated but innocent anxiety of 
those early days, simply wondering what the girls of the 
other race would be like. She shared that they had been 
“briefed” that “we” were coming and that even though 
we were “different” we were all God’s children. In truth, 
the beauty of real friendship transcends race; yet the 
hypocrisy of the parents and school’s leaders stings even 
today because what was taught as Catholic doctrine was 
not practiced. 

Racism is not a trait that someone is born with; it is 
a behavior of dominance and disrespect transmitted by 
the one practicing it, and then adopted by others who 
observe it.  Unfortunately, racism still exists in many 
who practice Catholic rituals but don’t live as Christ 
taught us to live, and by those who expound equality 
under the law but don’t practice it.

Racism and intolerance will only be vanquished 
when those who perpetrate it acknowledge their role 
in its existence and vow to extinguish it through true 
dialogue and commitment to change.

“I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the 
least of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing 
it to me” (Mt.25;40).  

Carter has a MPA from Rutgers University in Newark, 
New Jersey and is a retired program manager from 
Montclair State University in Montclair. 

see borNé page 16

Planting good seeds in 2021

Admittance first step in eradicating racism
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CALL TYRONE
“WHEN IT NEEDS FIXING”

LEAKING SINKS, FAUCETS, PIPES
UNCLOG DRAINS AND TOILETS 
REPAIRS OR REPLACE GARBAGE 

DISPOSALS
PLUS OTHER REPAIRS

SUCH AS SMALL ENGINES AND 
HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES, ETC.

CALL 225-802-4522 OR 225-346-6246

BROUSSEAU'S Painting
Interior and exterior painting. Experi-
enced and reliable. Free estimates. Call 
225-241-8488.

Charlotte’s Custom Designs
Drapery, Roman Shades, Bedding,  

Fabrics, Upholstery, Shutters and Blinds.
225-936-8649

Dave’s Bicycle Repair and Sales. Free 
estimate. Expert economical repair on all 
brands. Call 225-924-4337. By appoint-
ment only.

TURNING 65?
MEDICARE QUESTIONS?

WE CAN HELP
JOE GOODSON – 225-572-2275

JOHNNY STUART – 225-907-3619

Allan’s Tree Service
Specializes in large and dangerous tree 
removal. Licensed and insured.  Senior 
citizen and law/military discounts.  Allan 
Johnson 225-241-8789.

HOUSEKEEPER
MATURE DEPENDABLE

20 + YEARS EXPERIENCE
HAVE REFERENCES

CALL DEBBIE
225-369-1976

Mr. D’s Tree Service
3 Licensed Arborists

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Don Decell  owner
225-292-6756

THOMAS LUNDIN, CPA
Accounting and taxes for businesses, 
non-profits and individuals; business, 
computer, financial and management 
services. 30 years experience; profes-
sional, prompt and personal attention. 
Call 225-296-0404.

LEBLANC’S TREE & STUMP
REMOVAL, INC.

Prompt service–Free estimates
FULLY INSURED

E. H. “Eddie” LeBlanc
Phone 383-7316

Custom Face Masks & More
Personalization is my specialty!  

I bring your designs to life
with DIVA flair.  Face masks, t-shirts, 

onesies, drink ware,
home décor, & MORE!

www.etsy.com/shop/divinediva33

Medicare Solutions
David Didier – Senior Advisor

New to Medicare? Are You Disabled?
Coming from Group Insurance? Are 

You A Veteran?
Do You Have Both Medicaid and 

Medicare?
All Inquiries Are Answered

Call 1-800-935-9750 or
didierinsurance@gmail.com

M O S E S C A P S C A I N
A L E R T O G R E O R C A
C L E A R W H O A N E A P
S A N T A C L A U S F A N S

O N A D O V E
N A B D M D S N O S T E R
A B L E E I N S A S A M I
C H O P L O A N S O B I S
H O O H A S K I M R O L E
O R D E R S E P I C O E R

S K I S L O T
M A G I E C U M E N I C A L
A G R A B O Z O T R A C E
R U I N E R I S R E N T S
Y A M S N E S S A S S E S

moc.scilohtacrofsemagdrow.www

Sacred Heart Catholic High School, Hattiesburg, Mississippi 
is now accepting

APPLICATIONS FOR PRINCIPAL
FOR THE 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR
Master of Education, Administration/Leadership 

486 Administrative Certification or Ability to Obtain Certification 
Active Member of the Catholic Faith

Complete application at www.biloxidiocese.org
Forward with resume and license to

Dr. Rhonda Clark, Superintendent of Education
rclark@biloxidiocese.org 

1790 Popps Ferry Road, Biloxi, MS 39532
228-702-2130

Applications accepted through February 19, 2021
Sacred Heart Catholic High School is a 7th-12th grade school with the primary mission of Forming
Intentional Disciples of Jesus Christ. Sacred Heart Catholic High School partners with Sacred Heart

Catholic Elementary School and has a 120 year tradition of Faith Formation and Academic Excellence
in downtown historic Hattiesburg, Mississippi.

FAITH-HONOR-RESPECT

Anyone with knowledge of the where-
abouts of Shirley Lynne Austin (nee 
Allen) is asked to contact the Diocesan 
Tribunal at 225-336-8755.

Anyone with knowledge of the where-
abouts of Julia Kathleen Kohler (nee Ste-
phens) is asked to contact the Diocesan 
Tribunal at 225-336-8755.

Anyone with knowledge of the where-
abouts of Long Hoang Vu is asked to 
contact the Diocesan Tribunal at 225-
336-8755.

Are you interested in learning how 
to make rosaries but don’t know where 
to start?  No experience is necessary to 
join “The Rosary Makers.”  Group meets 
on Tuesday mornings at 8:30 a.m. at Our 
Lady of Mercy Church coffee shop.  Call 
church office 225-926-1883 or Ms. Elaine 
Juneau 225-261-4199 for more details.

Two cemetery plots.  Oaklane Cemetery 
Highway 73, Prairieville, LA 70769.  $3000 
each.  Call 225-571-0738.

St. Charbel Healing Mass –  A St. Charbel healing Mass will be celebrated 
Friday, Jan. 22, 6:00 p.m. at St. Agnes Church, 749 East St., Baton Rouge. 
Confessions will be heard 30 minutes before Mass. After Mass, there is an 
anointing with holy oil from the tomb of St. Charbel for those who desire it. 
For more information, call 225-383-4127.

Engaged Encounter Weekend – An engaged encounter weekend 
will be held Friday, Jan. 23- Saturday, Jan. 24 at Our Lady of Mercy 
Church, 445 Marquette Ave., Baton Rouge. The intense working week-
end is intended to help engaged couples prepare for the sacrament of 
marriage through a series of writings and shared exercises in a deep-
er and more profound way. For more information visit batonrouge. 
engagedencounter.com.

Rosary Makers – Those who are interested in making rosaries are invited 
to the meetings of the rosary makers on Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m., at the coffee 
shop of Our Lady of Mercy Church, 445 Marquette Ave., Baton Rouge. No ex-
perience is necessary. For more information, call the OLOM church office at 
225-926-1883 or Elaine Juneau at 225-261-4199.

Hot-off the Press 
& Delivered  
to You for Only  
$14 per year

TO SUBSCRIBE, CALL 225-387-0983. 

T H E  C A T H O L I C  C O M M E N T A T O R
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“I think the 
pope’s intention 
is to get people 
back to prayer.”

Father Al Davidson
St. Joseph the Worker Church  

in Pierre Part

RACISM 
From page 11

Bishop Michael G. Duca on Oct. 31 at the 
grave sites.

At the prayer service, Lavigne noted 
that it was not too late to stop this injus-
tice.

“I have been to over 30 funerals in the 
last five years. I lost the love of my life to 
these cancer-causing plants,” she said. 
“It’s too late to bring him back, but it’s not 
too late for the parish council to save our 
children and grandchildren. It’s not too 
late for the parish council to protect our 
families, our community and our parish.”

In a tragic way, Louisiana’s allowance 
of the Sunshine Project shows the con-
nection between racism, a disregard for 
the culture of life and the problem of an 
economic plan that does not focus on in-
tegral human development as outlined by 
Popes Paul VI, Benedict XVI and Francis.

Local activists have achieved some 

significant victories in their fight against 
Formosa Plastics recently. The U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers announced in Novem-
ber that it would temporarily suspend its 
permit for Formosa Plastics in order to 
engage in a re-evaluation process, and a 
state district judge ordered the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality 
(LDEQ) to reassess its permits for For-
mosa Plastics in light of the plant’s impact 
on the Black community. 

The project is not dead, however. Cath-
olics who want to help can call or write 
to the St. James Parish Council and ask 
them to revoke the land usage permits 
given to Formosa Plastics. They can also 
call or write Gov. Edwards and ask him to 
direct the LDEQ to revoke the air permits 
granted to Formosa Plastics. 

At the end of the prayer service at 
the gravesites in St. James, Bishop Duca 
prayed for those who would be most af-
fected by the presence of the plant. “Bless 
their work,” he prayed, “that all might be 
heard and true justice can prevail.”

Help Wanted Help Wanted

CommentatorCommentator
T H E  C A T H O L I C

S E R V I N G  T H E  D I O C E S E  O F  B A T O N  R O U G E  S I N C E  1 9 6 3

Classifieds

JOSEPH 
From page 1

becoming immersed in the life of prayer 
– communicating with God, according to 
Father Decker. People find his voice in the 
Scriptures, especially the Gospels where 
Jesus speaks directly to us.

Nailed right on top of the studs are the 
walls. Spiritually this means immersion 
in the life of the church and her sacra-
ments. 

“The Scriptures come to us from the 
church and the sacraments nourish our 
desire to deepen our understanding of 
Christ in the Bible,” Father Decker said.

The crowning layer of a house is the 
roof, which spiritually equates to the rich 
treasury of the church’s teaching.

“(This is) rooted in the Bible and the 
teaching of the Apostles who knew the 
eternal word personally. By learning what 
the church teaches and why she teaches 
us can help us to weather the storms of 
life by giving us a shelter when we en-
counter suffering or difficulty,” said Fa-
ther Decker.

And to fully make a house a home, one 
must include furnishings, noted Father 
Decker. People must “fashion their fam-
ily so they become an image of the holy 
house at Nazareth and the holy ones who 
dwelled within it.”

Father Paul Counce, pastor of St. Jo-
seph Cathedral in Baton Rouge, pointed 
out that St. Joseph’s example of having a 
firm faith foundation is based on his quiet 
obedience to God, rather than speech.   

“There’s not a single word that was said 
by him in the Bible, but what is described 
about him is pretty rich,” said Father 
Counce. 

He said there are many 
devotionals and books 
written about St. Joseph 
that can help people learn 
about him and call upon 
his intercession.

One of those is the book 
“Consecration to St. Jo-
seph: The Wonders of Our 
Spiritual Father” by Father 
Donald Calloway MIC.

The book focuses on a 
33-day consecration to St. 
Joseph. It contains infor-
mation on the 10 wonders of St. Joseph 
and prayers and devotions to St. Joseph. 
Each day includes a litany of St. Joseph, 
the official prayer to St. Joseph of the 
Church. 

Readers get to know him under his 
titles such as “Pillar of the Family,” “Glory 
of Domestic Life,” “Terror of Demons” 
and others. The book will be distributed 
to attendees of The Men of the Immacu-
lata Conference in February at St. George 
Church in Baton Rouge.

Father Al Davidson, pastor of St. Jo-
seph the Worker Church in Pierre Part, 
said his faith community is taking a de-
termined approach in honoring St. Jo-
seph this year to receive the plenary in-
dulgences offered.

“I think the pope’s intention is to get 
people back to prayer. And especially 
since so many people have more time be-
cause if they are not in quarantine or lock-
down and not going out as much, they are 
spending it in prayer and not a vessel for 
the evil one, who attacks and misleads,” 
said Father Davidson.

On Wednesdays at St. Joseph Church, 
the day of the week that is devoted to 

St. Joseph, confessions are heard before 
the 7:30 a.m. Mass, and at the Mass, the 
faithful pray for the pope’s intentions, 

Our Father, Hail Mary and 
Glory Be. And instead of a 
homily, everyone prays the 
litany of St. Joseph, accord-
ing to Father Davidson.

 People can do one of 15 
acts to receive the acts to 
receive these indulgences. 
These acts must be accom-
panied by sacramental con-
fession, eucharistic Com-
munion and prayer for the 
pope’s intentions, the usual 
conditions to obtain any 
plenary indulgence.

Additionally, the consecration and de-
votions to St. Joseph are being practiced 
at small group gatherings.

“We are taking every opportunity we 
can to have people pray and release some 
of the yuck, and everyone holds a grudge 
it seems, somebody, something in their 
past, to receive that plenary indulgence 
and purify that stain of sin. It is definitely 
needed and we want to make it as readily 
available as possible,” said Father David-
son.

And lead by St. Joseph’s example of 
how God communicated to him through 
prayer, people can develop their own 
prayer life and learn how God is speaking 
to them, Father Davidson said. 

“What little bit we have of him in 
Scripture, speaks about how he listens 
to that inner voice – he dreams. His rela-
tionship with God is such when that little 
voice speaks he listens to it. (Whereas 
with us) that little voice is who? (often our 
own),” mused Father Davidson. “Getting 
to that point where you know the differ-
ence whether that little voice is yours or 
God is essential and that is done through 
prayer.”
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The Bishop Robert E. Tracy Center ballroom is transformed into a class-
room for undergraduate nursing students of Franciscan Missionaries 
of Our Lady University. Photo by Richard Meek | The Catholic Commentator

FRANU 
From page 1

diocese anyway, and we learned 
there was, as everybody, short 
on resources (within the dio-
cese) with the (financial) hit dur-
ing the pandemic. It was kind of 
a mutual realization we could 
have a win-win here,” Holland 
said. “They’re not using that fa-
cility, it’s income (the diocese) 
would not have and it’s going to 
be cheaper for us in the long run 
to rent and not have to renovate 
anything.”

The rent being paid by FranU 
will offset a portion of the costs 
of operating the building, which 
was previously used for short-
term rentals associated with re-
treats and meetings which have 
been canceled because of social 
distancing requirements. Origi-
nally, the building housed high 
school students.

“Building strong local part-
nerships promote optimum 
synergy in our fundamental 
Christian goal – evangelization,” 
Episcopal Vicar Father Jamin 
David said. “FranU has been in-
strumental in assisting the Dio-
cese of Baton Rouge in this call.  
From the Diaconate Formation 
Program, the Lay Formation 
Program, new endeavors that 
are currently being constructed 
and even by this lease agree-
ment, the local church can be as-
sured that our future is bright as 
we seek to form servant leaders 
in our community.  

“I am proud to have been one 
of the architects of these many 
partnerships.”

Holland said because the Tra-
cy Center already included class-
rooms, the required upgrades 
were minimal, mainly focused 
on technology and a “little bit of 
sprucing up. It will be as state of 
the art as we have on our main 
campus.”

She said each classroom has 
been equipped with a camera 
and microphone so if a student 
is quarantined and cannot at-
tend class, virtual learning will 
be available.

“One of the most impor-
tant things (Bishop Michael G.  
Duca) and (diocesan CFO Glenn 
Landry) said was that it’s nice 
to be able to have that revenue 
source and be such a mission fit,” 
Holland said. “It’s not like bring-
ing in some other business; it’s 
another church entity. 

“We are doing the work of 
the church so it’s natural for us 
to come up with his kind of ar-
rangement. (Bishop Duca and 
Landry) said it just feels good.”

Bishop Duca said Catholic 
universities exercise a critical 
role in shaping and educating 
professionals in society and in 
the life of the church, and is es-
pecially true of FranU and all of 
Louisiana. 

“Our several partnerships 
with FranU exhibit our unified 
resolve to make a positive contri-
bution to Catholic education and 
healthcare,” the bishop said. “I 
could not be more excited about 
our continued collaboration.”  

Holland said along with the 
students, faculty and support 
staff will also occupy the space. 
She said everyone will be re-
quired to check in and out of each 
facility they enter, and masking 
will be monitored as well as so-
cial distancing. An electronic 
check-in system is also in place.

“They are nursing students so 
they are pretty compliant about 
this,” Holland said. 

“I think it’s really a great ar-
rangement mostly because it so-
lidifies the relationship and trust 
mutually between the university 
and the diocese,” she said, “The 
bishop has said how pleased he 
is to have a Catholic university in 
this diocese.”

“People don’t realize that even 
though (FranU) is not a diocesan 
university because it is in his 
diocese the bishop has a huge re-
sponsibility,” she added. “We an-
swer to the church and he is our 
teaching authority. He serves on 
our board and that is really help-
ful.”

Holland said the initial agree-
ment is for six months, adding 
“we’ll see how it goes” regarding 
any potential extensions.

“Any time you go into some-
body’s turf there are going to be 
wrinkles to be worked out,” she 
said. “And if there is a need for 
us to occupy space there and if it 
continues to benefit the diocese, 
by all means we’ll explore the 
next steps.”

Joe Skibinski, Agent

                
                                                                               

 

Don’t bury your old car yet. The Society of St. Vincent de Paul needs 
car, motorcycle, jet ski, boat, ATV, riding lawnmower, camper and 
motor-home donations.  Proceeds benefit the poor and homeless served by 
the Bishop Ott Shelter Program, St. Vincent de Paul Dining Room, St. 
Vincent de Paul Community Pharmacy and Myriam’s House.  Call (225) 
383-7837, ext. O to make your donation or online at svdpbr.org. 
Free Towing!!! 
 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul – Serving our Community Since 1865 

Hot Rod Vinnie says: 
 

BORNÉ 
From page 13

hearts and identifying a few 
good things that have come 
out of the chaos of 2020. 

These are the seeds of 
hope that bring us the prom-
ise of a better year to come, 
which though unpredictable, 
can be a year of great grace 
for all of us.  They can sprout 
into our being more loving, 
more compassionate, more 
attentive to and apprecia-
tive of others, less attached 
to material things, more 
spiritual and more resilient 
in our faith.

Put another way, these 
seeds  like those in Leo’s 
little garden  can help us 
reach the potential that God 
had destined for us.

Happy New Year! 

DEACON BORNÉ is a deacon as-
sistant at St. Jean Vianney 
Church in Baton Rouge and 
a media consultant for the 
Diocese of Baton Rouge.
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